Ever a curious and divergent thinker, Everett maintained an astonishing range of scientific interests. He studied the phenomenology and mechanisms of stimulant drug abuse and psychosis, and the neuropsychopharmacology of arousal, cognition and psychomotor performance. He pioneered pharmacokinetic-pharmacodynamic studies of drug effects on cognitive and neuromotor function. He also pioneered the interactive use of computers in cognitive neuromotor assessments. He pioneered early versions of computer-based psychiatric interviews. He collaborated with Duke clinicians on the neuropsychopharmacology of eating disorders.
Integrating his clinical practice and basic research, Everett was a pioneer of 'translational medicine.' His clinical perspicacity guided his preclinical research projects. He understood and provided empirical evidence that psychostimulant abuse is a dysfunctional process, based on the integrated sequencing of individual mechanisms. In 2002, he demonstrated in intact animals that psychostimulant sensitization and self-administration can be directly reversed (not prevented or blocked) by 'therapeutic' induction of an acute withdrawal state and subsequent blockade of the ensuing aversive stress responses. It is remarkable that he was at the leading edge of the new converging consensus that reactivation of an otherwise stable consolidated memory and disruption of its reconsolidation (induction and blockade of aversive responses) might provide a means to 'erase' the memory and thus to achieve a desired therapeutic outcome.
For many years, Everett's laboratory was the core of biological psychiatry at Duke. A committed teacher and an unselfish mentor, Everett guided generations of medical students, psychiatry residents, research fellows, and junior faculty members through their first steps in research. One Ellinwood protégé is Duke's current chairman of Psychiatry, Ranga Krishnan.
In addition to his research programs, Everett was always available to counsel and treat colleagues struggling with addictive disorders. In the world of clinical practice there was no shortage of such patients. They knew they could come to Everett for confidential and effective help.
Everett served us in many capacities. 
